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Celebrating RSVP 

Volunteers 2015! 

Richard Brown Benjamin Grant 

Shirley Butts  Marie Grant 

Jerold Campbell Jean Harvey 

Beth Clark  Charlotte Hoban 

Dixie Crowe  Isabelle Hook 

Clyde Courtwright Dallas Reynolds 

Verne Garrity Richard Tidd 

Richard Gilliand Jane Zazitski 

Suzan Bartholomew  Lynn Miller  

Carolyn Beck         Michael Mudger 

Ina Rae Beers   Marie Rohleder 

Jack Burford      Helen Shoffner  

Ethel Mammond   Rita Teudhope 

Maryalyce Lupher      Wilson Tidd 

Barbara McClimans   Nancy Weisman 

Harry McWilliams  
 

 

 

The year that was  - final figures  
287 RSVP volunteers served  

1-299 hours.                                               

Total number of hours served: 31,825.  
                                                  

Transportation assistance through 

Medical Transportation was the  

highest number of volunteer hours  

followed by Companionship.  
 

Thank you, volunteers!   

You made a difference! 
 

 What’s new in the year ahead? 
 

As you may be aware, RSVP is a grant based organization 

under the umbrella of the Corporation for National  

and Community Service, a federally funded organization.  

The funds to provide the Project Director position and  

other support services are funded in three year cycles.   

Our grant for this year will be ending March 31, 2016. 
 

Although many of our current volunteers will continue  

to serve in their varied areas of interest and skill set,  

the grantee requires a new focus on outcomes.   

By March 31, 2019, Crawford County RSVP is required  

to have at least 49 volunteers serving in the following  

outcomes: Education, Healthy Futures, Aging in Place,  

Obesity and Food, Access to Care, and Economic  

Opportunity.  Outcome measures are predetermined  

by the program sponsors as a way to insure that funding  

is supporting those communities who improve services.   
 

We will soon be talking with volunteers about how your  

current service fits into these outcome areas.  Plus we will  

be spending time with other individuals in the community  

who might be interested in volunteering in some of these 

newer areas.  We are already looking forward to the  

challenges and possibilities the new year brings,  

celebrating service opportunities both old and new!  

 

Some thoughts for the New Year 
 

 “Yesterday is gone. Tomorrow has not yet come.  

We have only today.  Let us begin.”   

Mother Teresa 

 

“Write it on your heart that every day is the best day  

in the year.”   

Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 

“All our dreams can come true, if we have the courage  

to pursue them.”  

Walt Disney 
 

“The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty  

of their dreams.” 

 Eleanor Roosevelt 
 

Gold Award 

500-999 Hours Served 

Silver Award 

300-499 Hours Served 

Connections 



 

RSVP Mission  Statement  
 

RSVP provides volunteer  

opportunities for people age  

55 and older with a myriad  

of experience and interests  

from all economic,  

educational and social  

backgrounds to serve  

on a regular basis in a variety  

of settings throughout  

their communities.   

RSVP volunteers  

provide services that utilize  

their own talents and  

interests, and present their  

communities with a rich array  

of options for addressing  

the full spectrum  

of community needs. 
 

 

RSVP Advisory Council                                         
President, Paula Harakal 

Treasurer, Gerald Davis Sr. 

Secretary, Helen Shoffner 

Members 
Barb Mulligan 

Frank Byham 

Jeri Wagner 

Pat Barnhardt 

Ron Gill 

Sherman Allen  

Joann Bidwell 

 Kathy Porter 

 

RSVP, the official  

newsletter,  

is published quarterly 

for its members. 
   

Editor, Joy Link 

 

Let’s stay connected! 
 

Contact RSVP by telephone  

at 814-337-4279; by email  

at: rgorske@fccafamily.com  

or check out RSVP                              

at www.fccafamily.com 

More about Outcomes 
 

By March 31, 2019, Crawford County RSVP is required to focus its 

volunteer effort on outcomes.  At  least 49 volunteers will be placed  

or continue volunteering in the following areas: 
 

Education: assisting in classroom or Head Start programs   
 Outcome for Pre-School: number of children demonstrating  

gains in school readiness in terms of social and/or emotional      

development 

 Outcome: number of children demonstrating gains in school 

readiness in terms of literacy skills 

 Outcome: number of children demonstrating gains in school 

readiness in terms of numeracy (math) skills 
 

Healthy Futures: addresses health needs of the community 

Aging in Place: food delivery, transportation, companionship,            

preventing elder abuse  

 Outcome: Number of older adults & individuals with disabilities 

who reported having increased social ties and support 
 

Obesity and Food: Developing and maintaining community gardens 

and educating 

 Outcome: Number of individuals who reported increased food  

security for their family 
 

Access to Care: Staffing hotline, developing materials, distributing         

information 

 Outcome: Number of clients enrolled in health insurance, health 

services and health benefit programs 
 

Economic Opportunity: building homes, repairing homes,  

housing search, assisting Habitat for Humanity, assisting VITA,  

income tax tutoring 
 Outcome: number of economically disadvantaged individuals, 

homeless and transitioning into safe, affordable housing 

 Dollar value of tax prep fees saved by use of volunteers 

 Dollar value of tax refunds generated by use of volunteers 
 

And that’s just for starters!  We’ll keep you posted  

on developments! 
 

We need your help! 
 

You will find a survey form enclosed in this 

newsletter.  Please fill it out and send it in!  

Your response will greatly assist RSVP in  

continuing to improve our services and fulfill 

our grant requirements which in turn will  

lead to continued support of human service agencies  

in our community. 

Volunteers…making a difference! 



Behind the scenes… up close and personal! 
 

Titusville Toy Shop 
 

Crawford County has a hidden gem located  

in Titusville, the RSVP Toy Shop.  Since 1992,  

volunteers at the Toy Shop have created,  

built and painted beautiful wood toys that are 

donated to needy children in the Crawford 

County area.  In 2014, volunteers at the Toy 

Shop logged 2855 hours of community service 

designing and building wooden toys.                  

Each year the hard work of RSVP volunteers 

insures that over 2,000 toys are provided  

to agencies and churches to benefit children  

in need.  This year Titusville Toy Shop  

donated over 2,100 wooden toys to local kids.                              

Upon visiting the shop, one is greeted by 

shelves of beautiful toys, hearty smiles and  

a true passion for service.  Our thanks to  

Isabel Hook, the Toy Shop  manager, and her 

dedicated volunteers for making a difference 

in the lives of local children.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RSVP welcomes Steve Mason 
 

Steve assists 

the RSVP   

program        

20 hours each 

week through 

the GECAC 

Senior          

Employment 

Program.   

He enjoys  

talking with 

our volunteers 

and is eager      

to hear more 

from you about your experiences.  

His friendly voice and computer skills are being put  

to good use in the office.  He updates and organizes 

your timesheet and information.  He also helps RSVP  

by recruiting volunteers for various needs: blood 

drives, help in Voters services office, Treasures  

office and food support.  And he is the face of RSVP 

at the soup kitchen, talking with participants who 

come for a hot, nutritious meal, asking questions 

about food security, how the meals assist families  

and if the social interaction of the environment  

is beneficial to participants. 
 

Steve also assists the St. James Haven, a shelter for 

homeless men.  As a manager at the shelter, he has 

been instrumental in sharing the needs of the men  

who temporarily reside there.  Because of Steve’s          

involvement with RSVP, our volunteers have been 

able to assist the men with a variety of needed items - 

like hats, gloves, and socks, for example.  “The men 

were really excited about receiving a personal item         

just for them.  And new socks were especially needed.           

Doing laundry became easier when we replaced worn, 

soiled and wet socks,” Steve remarked.                    

When Steve told us the shelter needed a gas stove,        

we reached out to Love Inc (one of our stations)           

and requested funds to purchase the stove.                 

Because Love Inc donated $300.00 and another           

husband and wife added $100.00, the shelter            

received their new gas stove before Thanksgiving!    

There is a need now for a handy person to work          

on caulking the bathroom and fixing a ceiling                    

at the shelter. Please call the shelter 337-6082                

or RSVP at 337-4279 if you can help!   

Clyde Courtwright, a dedicated volunteer, 

spends hundreds of hours each month 

sanding and assembling wooden toys  

for the needy children of our community. 

RSVP volunteers work 

together to finish and 

paint wood toys. 
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In this issue you will find 

 Thank you 2015 volunteers! 

 What’s happening behind the scenes? 

 What will our future look like? 

 Insert: Volunteer Survey - fill it out and send it in! 
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Help us make our Vision a reality! 
 

1. Be A Volunteer in a Head Start Classroom!  Provide activities that improve the emotional 

well-being of a child, assist by improving literacy and math skills of a pre-school child. 
 

2. Be a Fundraiser supporter!  Help us a develop a fundraising plan to support RSVP                

and the annual Recognition Banquet.  Any event or idea will help us! 
 

3. Be a partner!  Are you a non profit agency interested in hosting a senior volunteer? 
 

4. Be a Supporter!  Can you provide an annual gift to RSVP?  Checks payable to RSVP                 

in any amount supports the federal match to allow community improvement and expanded          

volunteerism.  Mail to RSVP, 378 Chestnut Street, Meadville, PA  16335 

Contributions are tax deductible. 

 

Great progress in our community is happening due to the efforts of our             

volunteers. With your support, we will change the lives of children and adults 

who need assistance and insure a higher quality of life! 
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